
Apple Healthkit API and EHR standards
Apple announced the healthkit . A dive into the medical world. The idea is simple even recently
though there has been an explosion in the number of mobile fitness apps which aim to track 
everything from food consumption to blood sugar levels, there was no way for doctors to get 
that information. HealthKit aims to bridge that gap by connecting medical providers and medical 
researchers with that health data.

The move is exciting, however, will Apple make use of an existing medical informatics 
standard? Is the Apple Healthkit making use of any existing medical software standard?

As far as i can tell, they are not. Apple's trend is to re-invent and come up with better ways of 
solving problems.

The purpose of the Healthkit, appears for now to be research only. It sounds, though, as if it 
could become the leading medical information exchange system. Similarly to what happened 
with ApplePay, Apple might come up with an easy way for a patient to send their clinical records 
to a provider, maybe even through an AppleWatch, and it most likely won't be using HL7 FHIR! 
Hopefully there will soon be bridges out there. Even with bridges, HealthKit doesn't model the 
medical field to the extent HL7 does, not even remotely.

It's just that the thought that Apple could be, possibly, maybe the future of medical informatics 
standards scares me. But then again, it most likely will not be...
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